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Consent Form – Student – School Documentary 
Photographing, filming and recording by media and/or other organisations 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Thank you to the families who have completed the Consent Form and forwarded to school. Your support is greatly 
appreciated. For those who are yet to do so, today is the perfect day to complete this form in readiness for school next 
week. I would be extremely grateful. 

SA Films Pty Ltd will be joining us again in 2026 to film life at St Kilda Primary. A small crew of three to four people will be on 
site, for select periods, throughout the year. While they will capture general footage of school life, a select group of staff 
and students will also be invited to share more of their experiences as part of the project. 

SA Films Pty Ltd have made several documentaries, including the Margot Robbie-narrated feature documentary Under 
Cover available on Netflix and ABC iView and they recently filmed part of their documentary, Careless, at 
SKPS. Careless won the audience award at the Melbourne International Film Festival.  

Their next film, currently titled Primary School, will showcase the St Kilda Primary School community and shine a light on the 
value of public education through the unique character of our wonderful school. 

This exciting and significant documentary will be a feature-length film following the journey of key staff and selected 
students across the 2026 school year. Through their experiences, the film will explore the inner workings of a modern public 
primary school, its educational philosophies, leadership, student wellbeing, equity, and the everyday challenges and 
celebrations that shape school life. 

The intention of this documentary is to shine a light on the vital work being done in public schools - by principals, teachers, 
support staff, students, families, and the broader school community.  

This film will be made with care, respect and integrity. The filmmakers plan to be at the school for 6-8 weeks throughout the 
year. Dates are decided in consultation with the school.  

Directed and produced by Sue Thomson – an award-winning documentary filmmaker and former SKPS parent at - the film 
offers an authentic, observational portrayal of school life. The film is not an exposé or critique, but a celebration of public 
education, community spirit, and the people who give so much to make our schools work.  

The decision to feature St Kilda Primary School was not taken lightly. Sue Thomson, having witnessed the culture and 
leadership of our school firsthand, approached us with this project based on her long-standing admiration for the way our 
school operates. She, alongside producing partner Adam Farrington-Williams, brings experience, sensitivity and a deep 
admiration for the education sector.  

The filmmakers believe together we will foster a greater understanding and appreciation of the public school system, both 
within the sector and among the broader public.  

I am proud to be part of a project that aims to elevate the status and story of public education in Australia. The Department 
of Education has approved the documentary as a positive contribution to the national conversation around schools and the 
communities they serve.  
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Primary School is hoping to premiere at the Melbourne International Film Festival, followed by a national broadcast on ABC 
TV and hopefully streaming after this on Netflix.  

As the film crew moves throughout the school, our children and staff and any community visitors may be captured in 
images/filmed.  I am therefore seeking your consent for your child/ren to potentially be filmed, photographed and/or audio 
recorded by SA Films Pty. Ltd. As part of their documentary, SA Films Pty. Ltd.  may also use images for publication on their 
website and in promotional brochures, and may do so without notifying, acknowledging or paying you or your child. 

Parents of children who we hope to feature in the documentary will be contacted shortly, following further discussions with 
the producers.  

Parents/guardians of students can withdraw their consent for their child to be involved before filming commences or can 
withdraw their consent during the project. Withdrawal of consent once the project is underway can occur where the 
parent, or their guardian, considers that their child’s health, safety or wellbeing will be compromised by appearing in the 
film. Withdrawal of consent needs to be made in writing and forwarded to Sue Higgins, via email: 
st.kilda.ps@education.vic.gov.au.  

Please don’t hesitate to contact me should you wish to discuss the project further (9534 3993).  

Warm regards, 

Sue Higgins 

CONSENT FORM: 

PLEASE COMPLETE THE FORM AND RETURN TO st.kilda.ps@education.vic.gov.au or the Office as soon as 
possible.  

Name of student/s: ___________________________________________________________________ 

I, _________________________________________ , the parent/carer of this student/s, CONSENT / DO NOT CONSENT 
(please circle the one applicable to you) to my child/ren being filmed and/or photographed and/or audio recorded by SA 
Films Pty. Ltd. during the creation of the documentary, with the working title ‘Primary School’.  

I understand that my child will not be paid for any audio or visual recording made of them by SA Films Pty. Ltd.  

I understand that I can withdraw my consent for my child to be involved before filming commences or can withdraw my 
consent during the project. Withdrawal of consent once the project is underway can occur where the parent, or their 
guardian, considers that their child’s health, safety or wellbeing will be compromised by appearing in the film. Withdrawal 
of consent needs to be made in writing and forwarded to Sue Higgins, via email: st.kilda.ps@education.vic.gov.au.  

Date:      /        /                Signature: ________________________________________________________________________ 

Name of parent/carer: _______________________________________  Contact number: ___________________________ 

For any questions about this form, please contact the school on 9534 3993. 

To understand more about privacy, see the Schools’ Privacy Policy  
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LITTLE LUNCH NEW CLASS 
Consent Form - Student 

Photographing, filming and recording by media and/or other organisations 

16 March 2026 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
The groundbreaking mockumentary series, Little Lunch, was first released in 2015 and was immediately successful. Most 
importantly, children loved it. A decade later, the series has had continuous runs on the ABC’s linear as well as on Stan and 
Netflix, where it performs incredibly well internationally.  
To date, Little Lunch has had over 50 million views on ABC iView. Unsurprisingly, with only one series and two specials, the 
ABC has always been keen for more. Ten years on, Melbourne based production company, Gristmill, has heeded their pleas.  
Little Lunch: New Class brings the playground lives of six new and delightful characters to the screen, who are excited to be 
in Mrs Gonsha’s class. The years have passed but the emotional hurdles children face in the school yard don’t change.  
Little Lunch: New Class harnesses the big themes that matter to little people, in delicious fifteen-minute bites, with comedy, 
warmth and joy. Gristmill believes that prosecuting the emotional DNA of the Little Lunch world - notably respect, kindness 
and inclusion - with humour, results in genuine potential to impact a young audience. It’s been striking to us that the 
simplicity of the stories, told from a quintessentially Australian primary school, comically but authentically reflecting the 
lives of its students, has resonated so deeply with audiences around the world.  
NEW CLASS Little Lunch’s global influence is illustrated by the BBC being a co-production partner with the ABC on the new 
series. Heidi Arena returns to perfectly embody the dedicated and beloved Year Five teacher, Mrs Gonsha. And Little Lunch: 
New Class takes place in the same school and playground as the original series - St Kilda Primary School.  

FILMING WITHIN ST KILDA PRIMARY SCHOOL  
Gristmill (via its Little Lunch New Class SPV company) takes the Production’s presence within an operational school seriously 
and with much planning and consideration. As demonstrated by filming the first series of Little Lunch and the Little Lunch 
Specials at SKPS, and also by filming The Inbestigators at Moorabbin Primary School, Gristmill is adept at collaborating with 
the school community to uphold the needs of the students and staff at all times.  
Working closely again with SKPS, Gristmill aims once more to be transparent, cooperative, to have little impact on the day 
to day running of the school, and to leave as light a footprint as possible. Gristmill understands that normal school, class, 
and playground activity takes place - and precedence - during the filming of Little Lunch: New Class.  
SKPS will have constant communication with the Production about our filming schedule. When shooting in areas outside the 
designated ‘Little Lunch Classroom’, the production will provide SKPS with notice well in advance in order to coordinate 
access to areas of the school (eg. the art room).  
When the Production films during recess or lunch and the school community is active, Gristmill is deeply conscious of the 
students and takes pains to not disrupt their recreation.  
Signing this consent form means that every child is able to appear on screen in the background, while not having their play 
impeded. In our experience, the students and the Production easily co-exist.  

2026 TIMELINE 
• Following initial consultation and site planning with SKPS in February, Little Lunch: New Class will commence Pre-

Production on March 2nd, 2026.
• Production (filming) will begin April 20th, 2026 and will run until September 11th, 2026, with a ten-day hiatus in

June. Gristmill will maximise the two school holiday periods to film anything that could potentially cause disruption
to the school community during the term.

Please don’t hesitate to contact me should you wish to discuss the project further (9534 3993). 
Warm regards, 
Sue Higgins 
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CONSENT FORM: 

PLEASE COMPLETE THE FORM AND RETURN TO st.kilda.ps@education.vic.gov.au as soon as possible, or deliver 
the form to the office by Tuesday the 24th of March 2026.  

Name of student/s: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

I, __________________________________________________________________ , the parent/carer of this student/s, 

CONSENT / DO NOT CONSENT (please circle the one applicable to you) to my child/ren being filmed by
Gristmill during the creation of Little Lunch: New Class. 

I understand that my child will not be paid for any recording made of them by Gristmill and that the recording made by 
Gristmill may be used by Gristmill in any manner connected to the Little Lunch series (by way of example only, not just in 
the program itself but also in promotional material connected to the program, or licensing clips from the program to third 
parties).  

I understand that I can withdraw my consent for my child/ren to be involved before filming commences or can withdraw my 
consent during the project. Withdrawal of consent once the project is underway can occur where I consider that their 
health, safety or wellbeing will be compromised by appearing in the film. Withdrawal of consent needs to be made in 
writing and forwarded to Sue Higgins, via email: st.kilda.ps@education.vic.gov.au. I understand that withdrawing my 
consent after the commencement of filming does not guarantee the removal of footage shot up to that point of withdrawal 
of my consent. 

In the event my child does appear recognisably in the recording, Gristmill is released from any and all claims (including 
defamation) arising in connection with it using the recording in connection with the Little Lunch series. 

I acknowledge Gristmill grants the rights in this consent to third parties (such as granting to ABC the right to broadcast the 
program on television).  

Date:      /        /     Signature: ________________________________________________________________________ 

Name of parent/carer: _______________________________________  Contact number: ___________________________ 

For any questions about this form, please contact the school on 9534 3993. 

To understand more about privacy, see the Schools’ Privacy Policy  

Gristmill is committed to respecting your privacy and complying with the Australian Privacy Principles in the Privacy Act 
1988 (Cth). If you have any privacy concerns and wish to raise those with Gristmill,  please contact 
knockknock@gristmill.com.au or refer to Gristmill's privacy policy on their website for more details. 

The Privacy Policy explains what personal information, Gristmill Pty Ltd (ABN 13 005 858 122) and related companies 
('Gristmill Group') may collect, who personal information may be collected from, how personal information can be 
accessed, how we may use, store and disclose personal information, and how to lodge a complaint in accordance with the 
Australian Privacy Principles. 
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